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faithful Kriya Yogi since his initiation in January, 1932.
An American businessman of endless responsibilities (as
head of vast oil interests and as president of the world's
largest reciprocal fire-insurance exchange), Mr. Lynn
nevertheless finds time daily for long and deep Kriya
Yoga meditation. Leading thus a balanced life, he has
attained in samodhi the grace of unshakable peace.
During my stay in India and Europe (June 1935 to
October 1936), Mr. Lynn* had lovingly plotted with my
correspondents in California to prevent any word from
reaching me about the construction of the ashram in
Encinitas. Astonishment, delight!
During my earlier years in America I had combed the
coast of California in quest of a small site for a seaside
ashram. Whenever I had found a suitable location some
obstacle had invariably arisen to thwart me. Gazing now
over the sunny acres in Encinitas, humbly I saw the fulfil-
ment of Sri Yukteswar's long-ago prophecy; "a retreat
by the ocean."f
A few months later, Easter of 1937,1 conducted on the
lawn of the new ashram the first of many Easter sunrise
services. Like the magi of old, several hundred students
gazed in devotional awe at the daily miracle: the awaken-
ing solar rite in the eastern sky. To the west lay the
Pacific Ocean, booming its solemn praise; in the dis-
tance a tiny white sailing boat and die lonely Sight of
a seagull. '"Christ, thou art risen!" Not with the vernal
sun alone, but in Spirit's eternal dawn.
Many happy months went by. In the Encinitas setting
of perfect beauty, I completed a long-projected work,
Cosmic Chants. I gave English words and Western musi-
cal notation to many Indian songs. Included were Shan-
kara's chant, "No Birth, No Death*'; the hoary Sanskrit
"Hymn to Brahma"; Tagore's "Who is in My Temple?"
* After Paramahansaji's passing, Mr. Lynn (Rajarsi Janaka-
nanda) served as president of Self-Realization Fellowship and
Yogoda Satsanga Society. Of his guru Mr. Lynn said: "How
heavenly is the company of a saint! Of all the things that have
come to me in life, I treasure most the blessings that Parama-
hansaji bestowed on me.'*
Mr. Lynn entered mahasamadhi in 2955. (Publ's Note)